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Master Class: “Tensions of Transdisciplinarity. A Master Class on Religious Communities and 
Sustainable Development” 31.05.-11.06.2021 

Day 1: 
Monday, 
31/05/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 

9.00 – 10.30  Welcome & Introduction  Nora Monzer 

 
11.00 – 12.30 

M1-1a | Lecture: “Tensions of Transdisciplinarity: Methodological 
and Theoretical Points of Departure in the Study of Religious 
Communities and Sustainable Development” 

Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Gräb 

 
13.30 – 15.00 

M1-1b | Seminar: “Tensions of Transdisciplinarity: Religion and 
Sustainable Development as Transdisciplinary Field” 

Philipp Öhlmann 

 

15.30 – 16.30 
M2-1 | Introduction to the research groups and allocation of 
participants to group  

Each group will be 
accompanied by one summer 
school lecturer throughout the 
summer school 

Day 2: 
Tuesday 
01/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 

9.00 – 10.30  
M1-2a | Lecture: "Ecological Sustainability in Muslim 
Communities – A South African Perspective" 

Dr. Muoegamad Gallant 

 
11.00 – 12.30 

M1-2b | Seminar: “Research on ecological sustainability from a 
Muslim perspective - methodological and theoretical reflections” 

Dr. Amila Akca 

 
13.30 – 15.00 

M1-3a | Research methods I: An overview over qualitative research 
methods in the study of religious communities: ethnography and 
the ethnographer’s (problematic) perspective  

Juliane Stork 

 
15.30 – 16.30 

M2-2a | Research groups – participants plan their joint empirical project 
 

 18.00 – 
20.00  

International Office evening: informing about HU Berlin and 
possibilities to study in Germany 

Dr. Ursula Hans 
(International Office) 

Tag 3: 
Wednesday 
02/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 

9.00 – 10.30  
M1-4b | Seminar: Education and Religion in the Middle East – It’s 
a vehicle for everything 

Dr. Ekkardt Sonntag 

 
11.00 – 12.30 

M1-4a | Lecture: Religion and Development in the Middle East 
 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Feldtkeller 

 
13.30 – 15.00 

M1-3b | Research methods II: Interview methods, Participating 
observation 

Juliane Stork 

 
15.30 – 16.30 

M2-2b | Research groups – participants plan their joint empirical project  
 

Day 4: 
Thursday 
03/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 

9.00 – 10.30  
M1-5a | Lecture: "Who is speaking on Religion and sustainable 
Development? – Decolonizing theory and practice!” 

Dr. Teddy Sakupapa 

 11.00 – 12.30 M1-5b | Seminar: Approaches to decoloniality Dr. Teddy Sakupapa 
 13.30 – 15.00 M1-3c | Research methods III: Data analysis Juliane Stork 
 

15.30 – 16.30 
M2-2c | Research groups – participants plan their joint empirical project  
 

Day 5:  
Friday 
04/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 

9.00 – 10.30  
M1-6 | Lecture: Coalitions for Development? Ethics of Ubuntu, 
Catholic Social Teaching and Confucianism in Dialogue 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Rauhut 

 11.00 – 12.30 M1-3d | Research methods IV: Advanced course on Research ethics Dr. Tanya van Wyk 
 

13.30 – 15.00 
M2-2d | Research groups – participants plan their joint empirical project  
 

 18.00 – 
20.00  

Movie night – educational movie on religion and sustainable 
development and discussion 

Nora Monzer 

Day 6:  
Saturday 
05/06/2021 
 

Whole day M2-2f | Research day – participants conduct their own small-scale empirical research projects 

Day 7:  
Sunday 
06/06/2021 

Whole day 
M2-3 | Research day – participants conduct their own small-scale empirical research projects  

 Time Title Lecturer 
Day 8: 
Monday 
07/06/2020 

09.00-10.30 
M1-7a | Lecture: "Gender Justice between Theory and Practice of 
Religious Communities" 

Dr. Tanya van Wyk 

 
11.00-12.30 

M1-7b | Seminar: "Gender Justice between Theory and Practice of 
Religious Communities" 

Dr. Tanya van Wyk 

 

13.30-17.00 

M2-4 | Research results day – participants evaluate their empirical 
data and prepare a small presentation 

 
 
 
 

Day 9: 
Tuesday 
08/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 
09.00 – 
11.00  

M4-1a | Conference opening 
Philipp Öhlmann and Prof. 
Dr. Wilhelm Gräb 
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11.30 – 13.00 M4-1b | Parallel sessions 
 

N.N. 

14.30 – 16.30 M1-8a | Public Keynote: Stride and Struggles: Religion and 
Development in Africa 
 
M1-8b | Public Keynote: Renunciation. Practices for a Post-
Prosperity and Pandemic Age 

Prof. Dr. Ezra Chitando 
 
 
Dr. Shobana Shankar 

17.00 – 
18.00  

M3-1a | Public Lecture Series. Religious Leaders’ Perspectives on 
Development: „The Lutheran Bapedi Church – Decolonial 
developments since 1890“ 

Rev. Titus Mookeletsi, 
Lutheran Bapedi Church, 
South Africa 

Day 10: 
Wednesday 
09/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 
9.00 – 11.00 M1-8c | Public Keynote: Mission histories. On the relationship 

between conversion and "development" in the history of Christian 
missions 
 
M1- 8d | Public Keynote: “Faith in 'leave no one behind' beyond 
2030” 

Prof. Dr. Judith Becker 
 
 
 
Prof. Dr. Emma Tomalin 

11.30 – 13.00 M4-1c | Parallel Sessions N.N. 

15.00 – 16.30 M3 – 2a | Tensions of transdisciplinary knowledge exchange 
between development practice and research 
co-hosted with the Joint Learning Initiative on Faith and Local 
Communities 
 
Chairs 
Olivia Wilkinson and Jennifer Eggert, JLI  
 

Panelists 
Katryn Kraft, World Vision 
International 
Nora Khalaf-Elledge, 
University of London 
Anupama Ranawana, 
Christian Aid 
Sarah Markiewicz, Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin 
Lincoln Lau, International 
Care Ministries  

17.00 – 
18.00  

M3-1b | Public Lecture Series. Religious Leaders‘ Perspectives on 
Development: „Women Leadership in a Ghanaian Pentecostal 
Church“ 

Pastor Victoria Oppong-
Boateng, Victory Bible Church, 
Ghana 

 19.00 – 
20.30 

M4-1d | Parallel Sessions N.N. 

Day 11: 
Thursday 
10/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 
9.00 – 11.00  M2-6a | Parallel Sessions: Master Class research groups present 

their projects and results 
 

All lecturers 
 

11.30 – 13.00 M4-1e | Parallel Sessions N.N. 
14.30 – 16.30 M1-8e | Public Keynote: Nature and Sustainability in the Scientific 

Study of Buddhism 
 
 
M1-8f | Public Keynote: “Bringing Religion and Development into 
Curriculum: The Case of a New Focus on Sustainable 
Development at University of the Western Cape” 

Prof. Dr. Almut-Barbara 
Renger and Dr. Robekkah 
Ritchie 
 
Prof. Dr. Ignatius Swart 

17.00 – 
18.00  

M3-1c | Public Lecture Series. Religious Leaders’ Perspectives on 
Development: „The role of religious communities in fostering 
social cohesion in a South African Townships“ 

Apostle Siboniso Ngobese, 
Gilgal Bible Church, South 
Africa 

Day 12: 
Friday 
11/06/2021 

Time Title Lecturer 
09.00 – 
11.00  

M3-2b | Public Policy & Practice Impulse: “Towards a Post-2030 
Development Agenda - An FBO Practitioner’s Perspective” 
 
M3-2c | Public Panel discussion: “Towards a Post-2030 
Development Agenda” 
 

Rev. Dr. Dietrich Werner, Brot 
für die Welt 
 
Panelists 
Nadine Bowers-Du Toit, 
Stellenbosch University 
Nayla Tabbara, Adyan 
Foundation 
Lata Narayanaswamy, 
University of Leeds 
Obiora Ike, Globethics 

11.30 – 13.00 Results, Feedback and closing remarks Nora Monzer 

 
 
Please note that the times indicated refer to German time (https://24timezones.com/Germany/time#gref), 

 
09:00 in Germany 
corresponds to:  
 

• 7:00 in Ghana 
• 8:00 in Nigeria 

• 9:00 in South Africa 
• 10:00 in Kenya 

 

https://24timezones.com/Germany/time#gref

